
Mt 5:17-20 
Sermon: “I did not come to Abolish the Law”  

 
I. Important and Interesting Background Information: 

 A) A Faith to Confess: The Baptist Confession of Faith of 1689 
 

CHAPTER 19 - THE LAW OF GOD 
 

1. GOD gave Adam a law, written in his heart, that required his full obedience; also one command in particular, namely, that he must 
not eat the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Thereby Adam and all his posterity were bound to personal, complete, 
exact and perpetual obedience. God promised life upon the fulfilling, and threatened death upon the breach of the law, and endued 
Adam with power and ability to keep His law.  Gen. 2:16,17; Eccles. 7:29; Rom. 10:5; Gal. 3:10,12. 
 

2. The same law that was first written in man's heart continued to be a perfect rule of righteousness after Adam fell into sin, and was 
given by God upon Mount Sinai in the form of ten commandments, written in two tables. The first four commandments constitute 
our duty towards God and the remaining six our duty to man. The ten are known as the moral law. Deut. 10:4; Rom. 2:14,15. 
 

3. Besides the moral law God also gave to the people of Israel ceremonial laws which served as types of things to come. They fell into 
two main groups. In one group were rites, partly relating to worship, which pre-figured Christ, His graces, actions, sufferings, and the 
blessings He procured for us. The other group contained a variety of instructions about moral duties. By divine appointment all these 
ceremonial laws were to be observed, but only until they were abrogated in New Testament days by Jesus Christ, the true Messiah and 
only law-giver who was empowered by the Father to terminate them. 1 Cor. 5:7; Eph. 2:14,16; Col. 2:14,16,17; Heb. 10:1. 
 

4. To the people of Israel God also gave various judicial laws which applied as long as they remained a nation. The principles of 
equity which appear in them are still valid, not because they are found in Moses' laws but in virtue of their unchanging character. 1 
Cor. 9:8-10. 
 

5. Obedience to the moral law remains for ever binding upon both justified persons and all others, and that in respect of the actual 
content of the law, and also of the authority of God, the creator, who is its author. In the gospel Christ in no way cancels the 
necessity for this obedience; on the contrary He greatly stresses our obligation to obey the moral law. Mat. 5:17-19; Rom. 3:31; 
13:8-10; Jas. 2:8,10-12. 

 

6. So far as the law is a covenant of works under which justification or condemnation is awarded, it has no application to true believers. 
Yet in certain other ways it is of great use to them as well as to others, for as a rule of life it informs them of the will of God and 
instructs them in their duty. This done, it directs and binds them to obey it. It also reveals to them the sinful defilement of their 
natures, their hearts and their lives, so that as they examine themselves by the light of the law, they may be convicted more deeply of 
sin, and caused to humble themselves on account of it and to hate it the more. At the same time the law also gives them a clearer sight 
of their need of Christ, and the perfection of Christ's own obedience to the law. Similarly, as the law forbids sin, it causes the 
regenerate to fight against the evil inclinations to sin that they find in themselves. Furthermore, the threatenings of the law are of value 
in showing the regenerate what their sins deserve, and what afflictions their own disobedience may cause them in this life, even while 
they stand delivered from the curse and the unrestricted rigor of the law. In similar manner the promises attached to the law intimate 
God's ongoing approval of obedience and set forth the blessings which flow from the fulfillment of the law, but with the proviso that 
those blessings do not accrue to men from the law viewed as a covenant of works. The fact that a man does good and refrains from 
evil because the law encourages the former and deters from the latter, is no evidence that the man is under the law and not under 
grace. Rom. 3:20; 6:12-14; 7:7; 8:1; 10:4; Gal. 2:16; 1 Pet. 3:8-13. 
 

7. The aforementioned uses of the law of God do not run contrary to the grace of the gospel, but are most happily in line with it, for 
the Spirit of Christ subdues the will of man and enables it to do freely and with cheerfulness that which the will of God, as revealed 
in the law, requires to be done.  Ezek. 36:27; Gal. 3:21. 

 

CHAPTER 21 - CHRISTIAN LIBERTY AND LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE 
 

1. CHRIST has purchased for all believers a liberty inherent in the gospel. It comprises freedom from the guilt of sin, from the 
condemnation that follows upon guilt, from the wrath of God, and from the severity and curse of God's law. It also includes 
deliverance from this present evil world, and from all such things as bondage to Satan, sin's domination, the hurtfulness of 
afflictions, the fear and sting of death, the victory of the grave, and eternal damnation. Furthermore, it includes free access to God 
and the yielding of obedience to Him, not as it were with the fear of a slave for his master, but with a childlike love and readiness. 
 

All these blessings were more or less enjoyed by believers in Old Testament days, but under New Testament conditions Christian 
liberty becomes more extensive. It includes freedom from the burdens imposed by the ceremonial law to which the Jewish church 
was subjected, greater boldness in approaching to the throne of grace, and a larger measure of the free Spirit of God than was 
normally granted to saints in the pre-Christian era. Luke 1:73-75; John 7:38,39; Acts 26:18; Rom. 8:3,15,28; 1 Cor. 15:54- 57; Gal. 
1:4; 3:9,13,14; 2 Thess. 1:10; Heb. 10:19-21; 1 John 4:18. 
 

2. God alone is Lord of the conscience. He has set it free from all obligation to receive or obey any such doctrines or demands of men 
as are in any respect in opposition to His Word or not contained in it. Indeed, to believe and obey such doctrines and demands is 
tantamount to a betrayal of true liberty of conscience. It is against all reason, and nothing less than the destruction of liberty of 
conscience, when men demand of their fellows an implicit faith, in other words, an absolute and blind obedience. Matt. 15:9; Acts 
4:19,29; Rom. 14:4; 1 Cor. 3:5; 7:23; 2 Cor. 1:24; Col. 2:20,22,23; Jas. 4:12. 
 

3. To practice any sin, or harbour sin's evil desires, on a pretense of enjoying Christian liberty, perverts the main purpose of gospel 
grace, and imperils those guilty of such an offense, for thereby they destroy the very purpose of Christian liberty, namely, that the 
Lord's people, 'being delivered out of the hand of their enemies, might serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before 
Him all their days'. Luke 1:74,75; Rom. 6:1,2; Gal. 5:13; 2 Pet. 2:18,21.  



II. Key words defined: 
 A) Legalism Ð In the broadest sense, “legalism” is defined by Merriam Webster as: “strictness, or the doctrine of conforming to 

law.” (Which, in and of itself is not (necessarily) a bad thing)! The problem comes into play when (in Christianity) one tries to 
“earn Heaven” by their works.  (And that is the “negative” form of “legalism” that, as Christians, we know is wrong!) 
 

 B) “Loveless Rule Keeping” legalism.  This first “brand” of legalism forcefully takes the Law of God out of  its “natural” and 
“appropriate” context (which is: “loving instructions from a gracious Father” done in, and for, and out of, “love”) and reduces 
Christianity down to: a series of “do’s and don’ts” (of mere “rules and regulations”) simply to avoid punishment and/or be seen 
pridefully as “holy” and “moral” in the eyes of other men! 

 

 C) Very closely related to “Loveless Rule Keeping” legalism is: “Letter of the Law” legalism!  (And once again, the thing that 
makes this legalism a distortion of truth is not that there is a sincere interest in following every, single, detail of the Law of God. 
Because (really) there ought to be!).  What makes this “form” of legalism a “distortion of the truth” is that the external keeping 
of the Commands becomes (for this person) the whole keeping of the Commands!  (And the “spirit” of the Law (its true intent) is 
overlooked)! 

 

 D)  The most “common” form of “legalism”(and surely the one that is most deadly to the Kingdom of God) is: “Man-Made-
Tradition” legalism.   (Where men add rules and regulations to God’s Law, and treat those “man-made” rules as though they 
were God’s Law!!). This is a perilous danger to the church that has afflicted it since the days of Cain and Abel! 

 

 E) This form of legalism is called: “Majoring In The Minors”. It’s the “self-righteous” tendency to be incredibly “scrupulous” 
about externally keeping a “very selective” “list” of important (but comparatively minor) Commandments of God (which are 
actually commanded, in Scripture) but to be completely neglectful of: other Commands (that are even more important)!  

 

 F) “Loophole” legalism . (The Scribes and Pharisees were also “masters” of this “brand” of “legalism”!). For example: The Mosaic 
Law said you could only go a “Sabbath day” journey, on the Sabbath. (And that was about a mile). And so that was defined (by 
the Scribes) as being a mile from your personal residence.  And then they would define that (your “personal residence”) as being 
anywhere that you kept “personal possessions”!! If they wanted to travel (let’s say) 6 miles from home, they would simply place 
personal possessions (a hat, a piece of clothing)  each mile along the path!! Now, of course, in so doing, the legalist was 
violating the whole point of the law! Because all that he was doing was: enacting a mere “technicality”)! 

 

 G) “Antinomianism” –it simply means: “against the Law”. “anti” – means: “against” and “nomian” – comes from the Greek word: 
ÒnomasÓ (which means “the law”). 

 

 H) The first “type” of “antinomianism” is called “Licentiousness”.  “Licentiousness” is a “license to sin”!  (Such people who 
operate under this distortion of Biblical truth, blatantly act as though the “gospel” and/or “grace” and/or some other justification 
in their mind, gives them a “license to sin”!).  They operate under the mindset that (for example) simply because God is a 
merciful God (and that justification is by grace, through faith) that that somehow also means that they are under no obligation 
(whatsoever) to keep God’s law! In effect, they say (with those whom the Apostle Paul was correcting in Romans 5 and 
6):ÒShall we go on sinning so that grace may increaseÓ? (Rom 6:1b) 
 

 I) The “Spirit Led Me” antinomian!!  The idea here is: a false (or, perhaps, even sincere) Christian (using the “language” of 
Scripture) claims to be “led” or “directed” by “The Spirit”! And yet, they are doing something that is flatly contrary to Scripture! 
It is when a person yields to some “mysterious” “spiritual guidance” (often in connection with what they perceive as a “sign” from 
some affirming, providential circumstance (a timely opportunity, a financial windfall, a “chance” meeting with someone, etc). 
and/or what they perceive as an “inner peace”), and yet (again) that “spiritual guidance” flatly contradicts the plain Word of God!!! 
 

 J) “Peace, Love, and Only Positive Thoughts” antinomians.  In this subtle form of “antinomianism”, once again the Law is not 
directly challenged.  However (instead) in the name of “grace”, “love”, and “forgiveness” and/or other more “positive” Biblical 
teachings, sin is “overlooked” and/or “excused”. Examples would be: 
¥ Pastors (from the pulpit) who scrupulously avoid those areas of scripture that may be viewed as “harsh” or “offensive”.   
¥ Church leadership who hesitate (or even refuse) to discipline members who are flagrantly immoral, dishonest or heretical.   
¥ Congregations who themselves flock to teaching and preaching that they deem as more “loving” and “encouraging” simply 

because the Law is minimized (and so-called “love” and “grace” is emphasized), and who reject or rebel against Godly 
teaching or preaching simply because it contains authoritative commands and instructions!   

¥ In effect (for fear of offending, or losing financial support, or being thought “old-fashioned”, “too harsh” or “legalistic”, or 
even fear of “stepping on” someone else’s presumed “rights”) “antinomianism” occurs when there is an increasingly 
widespread failure to maintain God’s clear standards of righteousness in His own church!   

Which, of course, is just what the Apostle Paul predicted would happen)!: 
ÒFor the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather 
around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the 
truth and turn aside to myths.Ó (2 Tim 4:3, 4) 
  

V. What is OUR Application(s) from this passage? 
¥ To avoid “Legalism”. 
¥ To avoid “Antinomianism”. 
¥ And to simply “embrace” the Biblical fact that (although Christians are no longer “under” the guilt and penalty that the Law 

holds over un-believers), we are “under the Law” as a “rule of life” (to be scrupulously learned, understood, and obeyed from 
the heart, out of gratitude and in the strength and power of the Spirit)!! 


