Mt 5: 21-48
Sermon: “Heart-Breaking Love!”

I. Important and Interesting Background Information: N/A

II. Key words defined:

A)

B)
)

D)

“Murder”: “Intentional and unlawful homicide.”
In the United States, one of the two most usual definitions of “murder” (used in the judicial decisions) is: “an offense committed
where a person of sound mind and discretion unlawfully kills any reasonable creature in being, and in the peace of the
commonwealth, with malice and forethought, express or implied.”
By statute (in many states of the U.S.) the offense is divided into two degrees:
—  “murder in the first degree” (being the most severely punished and restricted to those cases where the killing was
willful, deliberate, pre-meditated, or especially cruel, and/or was done in the commission of some heinous felony
such as arson, rape, etc) ... and ...
—  “murder in the second degree” (where those criteria were not met).

“Adultery” — “sexual intercourse by a married man or woman with someone other than their spouse.”

In Jesus’ day, the dominant rabbinic position on divorce (much like in our society today) was the most liberal position possible.
The only requirement was the giving of a legal document called “a certificate of divorce”.

By that period of Jewish history, divorce had become so easy and casual that a man could dismiss his wife for such trivial things
as burning his meal, or embarrassing him in front of his friends. Often the husband didn’t bother to give a reason, since none
was required.

The way the rabbis came up with this twisting of Scripture was based on an erroneous interpretation of Deuteronomy 24:1-4
(which does mention “a certificate of divorce™):

Qf a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something indecent about her, and he
writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house, and if after she leaves his house she
becomes the wife of another man, and her second husband dislikes her and writes her a certificate of divorce, givesit to
her and sends her from his house, or if he dies, then her first husband, who divorced her, is not allowed to marry her
again after she has been defiled. That would be detestable in the eyes of the Lord. Do not bring sin upon the land the Lord
your God is giving you as an inheritance.O (Dt 24:1-4)

The focus of that passage is not the issue of whether divorce is permitted or not. It does not “endorse” divorce (much less
“command” it)! It’s rather just a statement of a very particular, very specific, law that was given to deal with the matter of adultery.
That’s why Jesus goes on to say!:

CBut | tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress,
and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery.O(Mt 5:32)

You see, through the laws of Moses, God addressed the reality that people were evil, and they would (therefore) commit adultery.
And so (if a man did that to his wife) at least the “certificate of divorce” would afford the woman some protection (from slander
and evil speaking), and provide proof of her legal freedom from her former husband, and her consequent right to re-marry!!

But it hardly “condoned” or “commanded” (or even “excused”) divorce!! Jesus said later in Matthew’s gospel:

Qlesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the
beginning.O (Mt 19:8)

William Hendrickson wrote:

“What Jesus was saying about the Rabbis interpretation of the Old Testament teaching regarding oaths was: the issue was not
just the “technicality” of using God’s name in a false statement. It was making any false statement! In other words, when oaths
were sworn with an appeal to anything (heaven, earth, Jerusalem, whatever) they were all just as binding as if the name of the
Lord had been expressly invoked in connection with them!

The real solution of the problem is in the heart! In our hearts truth should reign supreme! Hence, in daily conversation with our
fellow men, a person should avoid oaths altogether. Oaths have their special place for solemn occasions and for things that we
can reasonably control, by God’s grace. But as Solomon wrote:

Qt is better not to vow, than to make a vow and not fulfill itO(Eccl 5:5)

So, instead ... let each of us become so truthful, so thoroughly dependable, that our plain words are believed when we wish to
affirm something, let us simply say: “yes”. And when we wish to deny something, let us simply say: “no”.
Anything “stronger” than that ... is from the evil one!”



III. Passage Outline:
Six illustrations of how the Law has been mis-interpreted, and how it is external, internal, and spiritual! (Mt 5:21-47).

A)

B)

)

D)

E)

F)

Example 1: Murder (verses 21-26).
1) The wrong / partial interpretation (verse 21)
2) The right/ full interpretation (verse 22)
3) The “application” (verses 23-26)
Example 2: Adultery (verses 27-30)
1) The wrong / partial interpretation (verse 27)
2) The right / full interpretation (verse 28)
3) The “application” (verses 29-30)
Example 3: Divorce (verses 31-32)
1) The wrong / partial interpretation (verse 31)
2) The right/ full interpretation (verse 32)
Example 4: Oaths (verses 33-37)
1) The wrong / partial interpretation (verse 33)
2) The right/ full interpretation (verse 34-36)
3) The “application” (verses 37)
Example 5: Retaliation (verses 38-42)
1) The wrong / partial interpretation (verse 38)
2) The right/ full interpretation (verse 39a)
3) The “application” (verses 39b-42)
Example 6: Love for enemies (verses 43-47)
1) The wrong / partial interpretation (verse 43)
2) The right/ full interpretation (verse 44)
3) The “application” (verses 45-47)

The conclusion:

A)

Be perfect, therefore, as your Heavenly Father is perfect.

IV. Whatis the Main Point of this passage?

A) Be careful that what “you have heard” Scripture says ... is really what Scripture says! ... and ..
B) “There is no difference for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by His grace, through
the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” (Rom 3:23, 24)

V. Whatis OUR Application(s) from this passage?

#1)

#2)

Let us “self-examine” ourselves. (Let us take the six commands that Jesus used in this passage as illustrations of His
point (regarding murder, adultery, divorce, oaths, retaliation, and loving our neighbors) meditate on them and discuss
them and consider them (in the light of Jesus’ proper interpretation of those commands) and allow them to do the work
that they (when properly used) are meant to do!:
1) To reveal sin (in us).
2) To produce brokenness (in us).
3) To drive us to Christ / the Cross for Grace! (Which is our only hope)!
*  QGrace to forgive (our sin)!
*  QGrace to restore (our “right” relationship with God)!
*  Grace to change (our hearts and our behaviors)!

From now on (whenever and wherever we see a command of God) (and especially in the weeks to come in our on-going study
of the “Sermon on the Mount”) let us continue to respond (to each and every command) in the same, exact, way!!!!

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

OMany men and women go to hell forever because of the CdeceptionOof self-righteous religion!
The GllusionOthat sin is only an ex-ternal issue is damningQl

— John MacArthur



